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Curriculum subject: History 
Key Stage: 2 and 3 

Theme: Legacy 

Topic:  Magna Carta and its global influence 

Rationale 
How did people find out about Magna Carta in the 13th century? The Magna Carta’s journey 

across the country in medieval times provides a fascinating insight into medieval 

communication, but its later travels across the world provide an even greater insight into the 

legacy of this document. This activity will explore where Magna Carta travelled to and possible 

connections between these places. This activity provides a basic framework for a Key Stage 2 

History unit of study that extends student’s knowledge beyond 1066. This activity may also 

provide links to: a) Key Stage 2 Geography in terms of place and location and map work b) Key 

Stage 3 History with greater depth and emphasis placed on the connections to the places 

Magna Carta travelled to and reasons for travel. For pupils in Key Stage 3, a basic knowledge 

of the British Empire will be useful.  

Content  
Historical sources:  

 Thomas Jefferson's Draft of the American Declaration of Independence (1776) 

 Dunlap Printing of the Declaration of Independence (1776)  

 Proposal to celebrate Magna Carta Day in the British Empire (1947) 

 The Laws and Ordinances of St. Helena (c. 1714) 

 Mohandas Gandhi's A Farewell Letter in the newspaper Indian Opinion (1914) 

 'Nelson Mandela's speech 'I am prepared to die' at the Rivonia trial (1964) 

 Treaty of Waitangi (1840)  

 A Plea for the Constitution (1803)  

 

Recommended reading (short articles): 

Early America and Magna Carta by Matthew Shaw  

Empire and after by Zoe Laidlaw  

 

Film: 

 Animation: 800 years of Magna Carta 

 

http://www.bl.uk/collection-items/thomas-jeffersons-draft-of-the-american-declaration-of-independence
http://www.bl.uk/collection-items/dunlap-printing-of-the-declaration-of-independence
http://www.bl.uk/collection-items/proposal-to-celebrate-magna-carta-day-in-the-british-empire
http://www.bl.uk/collection-items/the-laws-and-ordinances-of-st-helena
http://www.bl.uk/collection-items/mohandas-mahatma-gandhis-a-farewell-letter-in-the-newspaper-indian-opinion
http://www.bl.uk/collection-items/nelson-mandelas-speech-i-am-prepared-to-die-at-the-rivonia-trial
http://www.bl.uk/collection-items/treaty-of-waitangi
http://www.bl.uk/collection-items/a-plea-for-the-constitution
http://www.bl.uk/magna-carta/articles/early-america-and-magna-carta
http://www.bl.uk/magna-carta/articles/empire-and-after
http://www.bl.uk/magna-carta/videos/800-years-of-magna-carta
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Key questions 

 Where did knowledge and ideas from Magna Carta travel to? 

 What connections can we make between these places? 

 What had Magna Carta become? Why might it have been used in other places? 

 

Activities 
1) Recap the story of Magna Carta. What was it and why was it agreed?  

2) Allow students to work in groups. You will need to use all the sources above, a map of 

the world and some pins. Allow them to look at each source. What date is it from and 

where does it refer to? Can students place these locations on a map of the world? Ask 

them to do some research using an atlas and/or the internet to identify the flags of 

these nations, make them and stick with pins to their Magna Carta World Map.  

3) Set the students a research challenge: can they find the connection between all of these 

places? (The answer is that all were at one time ruled by Britain as part of the British 

Empire). 

4) Allow students to do some further research. What can they find out about these 

places? When were they a part of the British Empire? Why were these places useful to 

Britain? 

5)  Key Stage 3: Use all of the sources and the article “Empire and After”. Why might 

Magna Carta have been invoked in parts of the Empire? This could be done as a written 

piece or a discussion topic. Pupils should ideally tease out ideas such as: 

 Empire created emigration to colonies,  British settlers wanted their rights 

assured abroad  

 The belief that this would “civilise” the local inhabitants – seeing Britain as the 

saviour of rights and liberties  

 Invoked by local inhabitants to argue for equality of racial treatment  

 To avoid monopolies like that of the East India Company 

 To remind imperial governments of their responsibilities when they were not 

ruling in the way that Magna Carta might suggest.  

 

 

 
 

http://www.bl.uk/magna-carta/articles/empire-and-after

